Minutes Third Sector Forum Cowal - 8th August 2011

1:

Present:


Michaela Goan, Andy Ferguson, Liz Marion, Lorna Alquist

Apologies:


Bill Stewart, Janet MacKellar, Bruce Marshall

NOTE: Problems with new mailing system means not everyone received an invite.

2:


Previous minutes - All agreed they are accurate.  

Noted that Mike Russell has confirmed he can attend TSF on the 30th of September – he has since cancelled.

3:


Bill Stewart sent notes: ABSEN conference on 5th, 6th and 7th October at Victoria Hotel in Rothesay.  Will be marketplace so organisations can have stalls.  Guest speakers include KIC Regulator.  Workshops including Dragons Den.  ABSEN looking at training needs for the 3rd and 4th quarter this year.  Contact them if you have any training needs.

Children and families meeting was a success and a good model that should be put forward to the LACPG to encourage more of them.  Follow up meetings on the 20th september and 31st october.  

ABSEN completing members survey, report to be published.  If anybody wants on distribution list, or has articles they can contact him.  william.stewart@absen.org.uk
ABSEN regional meeting to be held on 22nd August in Rothesay at Fyne Homes building.

The Change Fund came up at the Argyll & Bute Local Services Initiative Group meeting.  Groups are worried that bids went in in February and they still haven't heard anything.  Some are concerned that they have lost their grants so we need to have clarification.  It was clarified that this is not a Fund (in fact it is now called the Change Plan) and that bids were not put in, but expressions of interest. People were pointed to the statement on Argyll Communities website which provides more clarification. Lorna to take this forward also to the LACPG for further information.

Discussion over changing the Viewpoint to mirror what Bute is doing and focus it on being about women – despite agreement that this was a good idea the suggestion was to leave things as they are.

Forestry Commission application approved for £19,000 and interviewing for the full-time development worker post begins on Monday the 15th August.  Janet is working to raise the other £19,000 to match existing and is confident she will be successful.

4:

£6000 Health Improvement Fund available, forms quite detailed so organisations can contact Lorna for help with them.  Possibility of a course being run to help with applications.

Discussion about possible competition between groups when applying for licenses (eg: green space).  It is important that there is good communication between groups to ensure as many get support as possible by working together.

Women Into Public Life will be holding a course around viewpoint.  This was previously attempted but not enough interest so will be trying again.  There is currently a 4 day course that is specific to HELP project that Lorna is doing called “Yes We Can” but she wants to run a more general one.

Michaela has received the Green Gym report.

Liz is concerned that the report is 'green space' marked when so many organisations were involved.    Liz will write report correcting report (that doesn't reflect HIF funding etc) to be forwarded via Lorna.  

5:


Liz attended the most recent Bute TSF meeting held last week (from date of meeting).  

Steering party agreed Ian Bruce from Inverclyde CVS is to take forward Viewpoint as Janet is off for 6 weeks.

Bute TSF agreed that it is important to keep up good communication between both forums.

Liz, Michaela and Lorna will be attending Area Network Meeting for trusts on 6th September due to concern that Trusts do not know exactly what the LACPG does.  Liz also attending a meeting with Colintraive/Glendaruel trust on 24th August.

At both meetings an attempt will be made to iron out possible misunderstanding over what the LACPG is.

6:


Upcoming training -

7th September AVA hosting a minute-taking course.

Red Cross still have basic first aid training available.

Elderly Befrienders hosting first aid at work training, run by the Red Cross.

Community Education will be running non-certificated courses until the contract with Colleges is in place.  A leaflet detailing these will be circulated when available.

7:


The Robertson Trust has £2.5Million available to groups that have already received funding from them.  Double check fund is still open before writing an application.

£9Million available from Community Spaces Scotland (covering allotments, play areas etc.)  It's a two stage application - 1st stage has to be in by December this year but 2nd stage results aren't released until February 2013.  If applying you must have a 5 year lease for applications of £150,000 and a 10 year lease for applications of £250,000.

Funding alerts from the Social Enterprise team are available via Argyll Communities website – contact AVA to receive them.

8:


Michaela: 

The Child Protection Committee website has a self-learning pack available – it is not designed to replace training.

9:


Michaela:

Groups need consultation before their funding is cut – it is important that more notice is given before cuts happen.

10:

Lorna:

Concern over restructuring of CPP as equalities gets drowned due to so many things being thrown in.  Liz has already passed her concerns on to relevant people.

Michaela:

AVA has its own website  www.argyllvoluntaryaction.org.uk
'see me' – local grants, 6k for an equalities grant.  People with lived experience in mental ill health should put in bids.  

Local grants (£6,000 for an equalities grant) available through “See Me”.  People with lived experience of mental ill health should put in bids.

12:


Next meeting - 30th September 2011

