Third Sector Forum – Minutes

21st November 2011
1. Attending

Michaela Goan (AVA), Liz Marion (Argyll & Bute Council), Lorna Ahlquist (WIPL), Fiona McRoberts (Rape Crisis), Simon Richardson (CLANN), Janet McKellar (HELP Ltd), Mike Russell MSP
2. Apologies.

Julie McNaughton, Alec McNaughton

3. Minutes of previous meeting – agreed.

4. Matters Arising

4.1 Scottish Mental Health First Aid. They are still in discussion to bring the course to Cowal.

4.2 The next First Aid course run by the British Red Cross will take place on 23rd November.

4.3 Concern was expressed at the short notice for training courses. Michaela offered to pursue the matter.

4.4 Viewpoint. 

Liz reported that she was in the process of wiring up the viewpoint reports. It has been agreed that HELP Ltd clients will do the feedback on the Cowal event.

4.5 Change Fund.
There was little to report as the worker has not been appointed yet. It was agreed that communication had been very poor throughput the whole process. Glenn to produce a newsletter regarding it.
4.6 Mental Health Directory.

Concern was expressed over the number of directories being produced. It was agreed that there was a need to pull information into one source.

4.7 Palliative Care now completed but still needs to be implemented.

5. Reports from LACPG

Lorna did a presentation on the LACPG and agreed to send copies of her slides to Michaela.

There have been two meetings of LACPG. The first in September looked at a self-assessment of the LACPG. As a result a sub-group was set up to look at communication in the LACPG. The sub-group consisted of Lorna Ahlquist, Alison McCrossan and Liz Marion
The second meeting was on 1st November and the main item of business was the consultation on the Council Budget. This meeting was open to the public but there was a very poor attendance.
6. Training Needs.

Training needs for groups was discussed. Liz indicated that there would be a Viewpoint event in January in Dunoon

7. Current Consultations.

 There are a number of consultations on-going at present including Mental Health Directory, GIRFEC and Budget consultation. Michaela agreed to send out the link to GIRFEC.

8. Timebank and how organisations can be involved.

It was agreed that this items should be a standing item on the agenda. There was a need for more organisation to get involved.

9. Bute Community Links.

It was reported that Bute Community Links was no longer part of the Third Sector Partnership. There will be a need to look at how the Third Sector Forum in Bute can be supported.
10. JHIP Plan

Pauline had requested easier access to the current plan. Michaela informed the meeting that it was now on AVA website.

11. Community Group Websites.

Michaela indicated that Louise Logue could help groups to design a website. The cost was £20 per hour and should only take 2 hours to do.

12. Sport Relief Run to take place in West Bay on Sunday 17 March.

13.HELP

Janet reported that HELP has just completed its Annual Review.

She reported that the Green Gym would be starting in third week in January.

The Forest4People ranger has now taken up post.

14 Women into Public Life.

Lorna indicated that this project was now finished.

15. Mike Russell

Mike indicated that if assistance was needed we were to approach his office staff.

16. Date of Next Meeting.

The next meeting will take place on 6th February 2012 from 12-2. Please book a place for catering purposes.
