Oban Community Council

Minutes of meeting

 held on Monday 25th April 2011, 7.00 pm

 in the Oban Hospital Lecture Room

Community Council members present: Kate Winton, Andy Birnie, Billy Martin, Neil Macintyre, Kenny 

Macintyre, Duncan Martin, Marri Malloy (from7.30)

Apologies:
 Nicola Welsh, Catherine Gillies, Lorna Elliot, Police.

In Attendance: Jessie McFarlane, June Anfield, Stewart McIver, Steven Flanagan (Oban Times)



Cllrs. Duncan Macintyre, Roddy MacCuish, Nel Mackay, Elaine Robertson.

Apologies: Catherine Gillies, Lorna Elliot, Catherine Gillies.

Meeting Chaired by: K.Macintyre (until 7.30), Marri Malloy

1. There was no police report

2. Minutes: A number of minor errors were pointed out. The amended minutes were approved (proposed Andy Birnie, seconded Billy Martin).  Mr &Mrs Miller, who had attended the previous meeting, had expressed disappointment that the minutes were not on the website. DM said that Lorna had previously done this, and he had not been shown how to. He hoped that Stewart would take over this important role.

3. Matters Arising:
Common Good Fund


It was suggested that this matter be held over in the absence of Catherine Gillies. It would be 
revisited when the CC was reconstituted. Cllr Mackay had brought a copy of  a minuted 
from 2006 when this matter had been previously raised.

4. Elections: DM asked for a list of the names and addresses of all prospective members, so that application packs could be distributed when the election was called. With the retirement of Ken Macdonald, elections would be centrally organised, but Jane Gillies would be our local contact.

5. Litterbusters: When the old Litterbusters account had been merged with our general a/c, it had still contained £795. DM was authorised to reimburse Graham Macqueen for plant purchased for the improvements he and his group were making to the Black Lynn.

6. Community Health Partnership: DM pointed out that the next meeting was on the following Wednesday, in the Corran Halls. Since the papers were now public, he could speak about them. He explained how the annual pressures of an older population, leading to more tests, more treatments, and more prescriptions, together with other rising costs (VAT, inflation, energy) meant the slight increase in government funding was insufficient to maintain the status quo, and every locality was to be required to make a 3% saving (8% for central admin). This amounted to over £500k for the Oban/Lorn locality. The was more than would be delivered by the recent reorganisation, and furthermore, because this had, necessarily, taken time, there was a carry forward from the previous year of savings which had not been achieved in that year.


This led to a long discussion, with disquiet being expressed by members and A&B 

councillors.  Cllr. Macintyre said that the hospital seemed to be being run down. DM pointed 
out that services were not being lost – it was just that patients did not need to stay for so 

long, or even at all, so the hospital did not  need so many beds.


Cllr. Macintyre suggested that David Whiteoak be invited to the next meeting.

7. Oban 200 Marri Malloy and Kenny Macintyre gave a progress report. £5000 had been granted by the Council as an interim payment. The matter of the residual money within Oban forward was again raised. It was also remembered that there had been a number of collecting cans in local hotels etc. Kenny Macintyre would investigate.

8.
Planning Procedures.


Cllr Maccuish gave a presentation on the work of the Planning and Protective Services 

committee, of which he is Vice-Chair. Unlike some other council groups, it is entirely non-
political. It has entailed a great deal of learning and training for those involved, but the work 
has been very satisfying.


He believes that the new arrangements are a great improvement on the previous. In 
particular, those councillors not on the cmttee were now free to express an opinion on an 
application; since previously they all sat on the Area Cmttee, none could take a public view.


No councillor took any part in consideration of an application within their own ward.


He was particularly pleased that when an application eventually arrived for the Argyll Hotel, 
it was dealt with as quickly as possible. He knew from when he sat on the Community 
Council that this matter had dragged on for too long, but the application last November had 
been the first formal application. He hoped that Historic Scotland would accept the Council's 
recommendation. It was an important condition that the building could not be demolished 
until a contract for the new build had been awarded.


Certain members regretted that the building had been allowed to deteriorate to the point 
where it was unsafe.  DM reported that a local architect said the Planning Department had 
been transformed over the past few years, and was now working with developers to get the 
best solution for everyone.

8. Next meeting: Until additional Councillors are officially in place, meetings will be unofficial, but both members and A&B Councillors were keen that they should continue.


It was agreed to bring the next meeting forward to 23rd May, to avoid the Holiday.

