Oban Community Council

Minutes of meeting

 held on Monday 28th February 2011, 7.00 pm

 in the Oban Hospital Lecture Room

Community Council Members Present:  

Duncan Martin, Billy Martin, Kenny MacIntyre, Marri Malloy, Andy Birnie

Apologies: Catherine Gillies, Kate Winton

In attendance:  Roddy MacCuish, Argyll and Bute Councillor

                         PC Colin Gilmore, PC Cammy Lowe

                         Louise Lee,  Oban Times

                         Pat Miller, David Miller, June Anfield, Jessie Macfarlane, Sandra Russell, 

                         Mandy Peden


                         Duncan MacIntyre (attended the latter part of the meeting by special invitation to make

                                                         a presentation on local issues)

Meeting Chaired by:  Marri Malloy

Minutes prepared by: Mandy Peden

	Item
	Subject


	Action

	1.
	Police Report

The Police reported that recently they had been involved with the Council in a noise initiative relating to licensed premises and homes. The number of issues had reduced since the start of the initiative.

A Community Police newsletter had been produced which should have been sent to the Community Council.  DM was unaware of having received one.

The Traffic Police which used to be a separate unit have now been made part of the local team.  There has been an increase in the number of speed checks in the local area recently and while things have been reorganized the service should carry on as normal.  Policing the roads is considered important.  There have been recent road checks at Kilninver Primary School.

KM mentioned his concern about speeding on Glengallan Road.  This was taken note of.

MM mentioned McCaig Road parts of which are a 20 mph zone related to the Oban Primary Campus.  However other parts are not despite children from Soroba and Morvern Hill needing to walk the full length of the road to get to school.

DM (member of public) spoke about his concerns over the safety of the single lane bridge between the Coop and Tescos.  The bridge is used extensively by pedestrians despite there being no walking space when vehicles are passing over the bridge.  The railings of the bridge are also insubstantial and insecure. DM felt that a foot bridge should be provided and had written to the council but as yet not received a response.  RM felt that the council should do a risk assessment of the bridge.  There had been action about this issue in the past with the Youth Centre planning putting in a footbridge.  However the Youth Centre had closed and no further action had been taken.  RM will follow this issue up.

RM raised the issue of the entrance to Oban Primary Campus.  Parents and staff continue to exit through the one way entrance despite numerous pleas to the contrary.  The Parent Councils of Rockfield and St Columba’s Primaries are to meet jointly to discuss this further but an occasional police presence would help.

DM asked about the use of the CCTV cameras. One evening recently 3 of the benches opposite Skipinish had been thrown over the harbour wall.  These were retrieved by members of the public.  He was interested to know who managed the CCTV and whether the incident had been witnessed by the cameras.  The police manage the cameras and while they are monitored during period when the town is busy (eg pub closing times etc) they were unaware of the incident but would now look into it.

The police concluded their report by asking people to be vigilant particularly in respect of Drugs.  Any information should be reported to the local police or Crimestoppers.


	

	2.
	Approval of Minutes of last meeting.

The minutes were approved.  Proposed Billy Martin, seconded Kenny MacIntyre


	

	3.
	Matters arising:

White Building:  The information in the last minutes relating to the White Building is incorrect.  Graham MacQueen has not withdrawn his interest in the building.

Common Good Fund:  After the last OCC meeting DM wrote to Councillor MacIntyre regarding the appointment of non-Council members to the Oban Common Good Fund.  In reply Cllr MacIntyre wrote back to say that the advice of the council legal advisors is that it would be inappropriate for members of the OCC to become trustees of the Common Good Fund because of the issues of confidentiality.  

It is understood that currently there are only 3 members of the administration assigned as Trustees.  The constitution allows for 4.  There is a meeting of the Common Good Fund Trustees on 1st April.  This is a public meeting. (Cllr Macintyre later stated that it is not a public meeting)

It was agreed that DM would send a response making it clear that a legally binding confidentiality clause could easily be signed.  It was agreed that the further approach would be delayed until the OCC was reconstituted later in May.

Core Path Consultation:  The consultation finishes on the 4th April.  After enquires DM has found how to access the maps online.  BM and DM to confer to prepare the OCC response.

Currently there is an issue over the path between Tesco and the top of High Street.  Half the land that this crosses is owned by WHHA and the other half by Tesco.  Tesco has plans to build a new building and has apparently not responded to letters written by members of the public enquiring about improving the path.  DM to prepare a letter to the manager Neil Armour (?) asking if they are prepared to cooperate to improve the path – which is currently marked as a core path.

Meeting Place:  Following further enquiries about the use of Dunmar Court as a venue for the OCC meetings it was ascertained that this would costs £30/session.  It was decided that financially this was not an option.


	DM

DM
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DM

	4.
	Prospective members of the Community Council:

The following people have agreed to become community council members:

June Anfield.

Mandy Peden

Stewart MacIver

Irvine Waugh

Jessie Macfarlane

Sandra Russell

Euan Patterson is considering becoming a member.
	

	5.
	Argyll and Bute Community Health Partnership

A locality meeting had taken place at which Hillary Brown had reported on a recent meeting of all those involved in palliative care for those with life-limiting conditions. The NHS, the private care providers, voluntary sector organisations and the Oban Hospice  Trust had all had a very useful exchange of information and ideas.  

It has now been decided that the new Dental Facility will be located at the Hospital.  The money is in place and the facility should be up and running before the end of next year.

RM reiterated his opposition to this because the expansion of hospital facilities in the future could be inhibited. Money had been set aside for a new building and RM questioned what had happened to this.  
	

	6.
	Local Area Community Planning Group

A number of issues where discussed at this meeting including presentations on the Core Path Consultation and a presentation by WHHA about the 50 houses proposed for the Dunbeg site. There are currently 1000 people on the housing waiting list and while there is room for many more houses at Dunbeg the current infrastructure can only support 50.  Further development of the infrastructure is necessary. HIE spoke on the development of the Science Park at Dunstaffnage – this had been held up as a result of ROK going under.  

There had been an update on the Hospital reorganisation and the information about the location of the Dental Facility had been made public.  A presentation on ‘Pass Plus’ had been made – parents and other adults would benefit from this as well as new drivers.


	

	7.
	Oban 200

The recent meeting of the committee had gone well and a programme was coming together.
	

	8.
	Presentation on Local Issues by Councillor Duncan MacIntyre.

Cllr MacIntyre had been invited by the OCC to speak about local issues currently under discussion by the council.

Cllr MacIntyre thanked the OCC for providing this opportunity as it was very much in line with the recent discussions within the council about community engagement.  He suggested that the 8 councillors that represented Oban should perhaps be given similar opportunities.

His presentation took the form of a review of his ‘Monday List’ – basically what was on the agenda for the week.

The following is a resume of Cllr MacIntyre’s presentation:

CHORD:  There is a meeting in April to continue discussion on this.  £6m has been set aside for the development road and £9m for the development of Oban Bay.  The money is still there although the initial plan to develop the Oban Bay Marina was rejected because independent consultants had assessed it to be financially unviable.  The plans for the Oban Development Road are being realigned.

Dunbeg:  50 houses will be going in at Dunbeg with a total of 800 proposed.   SAMS are involved in a retendering exercise following the collapse of ROK.  The science park will create 450 new jobs.  The 18 hole Saulmore Golf Course is going ahead – starting this spring.  This will be associated with a new marina at Connel to provide berths for 250 boats.  Kerrera Marina can accommodate 600 vessels and includes a boat yard and hard standing.

UHI has gained its official status as a University. Both Argyll College and SAMS are partners in UHI and this is a major boost for the area.

Oban 200 is progressing well.

The issue of the Railway is under discussion.  The West Highland line to Oban was voted the best journey in the world last year.  The council is using the award to push for up to 5 trains a day on the line.  Edinburgh Rail Excursions to Oban will begin on 24th June and run for 14 weeks.  A travel hub combining the train and ferry terminals is being considered as a CHORD project.

On 6th June (anniversary of the Pass of Brander rail crash) the driver and assistant of the train are to be given an award to honour there contribution in the wake of the crash.  Cllr MacIntyre requested the support of the OCC for this event.

Oban Airport:  There will be an announcement in the next 10 days regarding this.  The Scottish Government is providing funding for 2 Twin Otters which will be ready for 2013.

There are quarterly meetings with Transerve to discuss road issues.  £16m is available for work on the A82 which will include a Crianlarich by-pass (??) and improvements at Pulpit Rock.  Loch Lomond National Park have put in objections but it is hoped that these will be withdrawn following a meeting to discuss them.

Cycleways:  The Corran Halls to Dunollie section is being developed and the next section will be on to Ganavan.  This will then provide a cycle route from Oban to Dunbeg.

Concessionary Fares:  These are still available for over 60’s but the ferry concession subsidy will be reduced resulting in an increase of 60p on over 60’s ferry fares.

Corran Halls:  This is the lease loss making hall in the possession of the council and it is hope that it will be kept on and upgraded to increase the income from Weddings etc.

Oban Hospital:  Cllr MacIntyre was anxious that the hospital should be developed.    He believed that Belford was in the balance and it would be good to ensure that the Oban Hospital is the main hospital of the West Highlands.

Renewables: Offshore windfarms are being developed in the vicinities of Islay and Tiree. CHORD money could be used in the development of the Oban Harbour to enable the servicing of vessels involved in renewables construction work.  This is a positive opportunity.

Traffic Wardens:  The decision about the fate of the traffic wardens has been deferred to April 2012.  Strathclyde Police have decided that they are not going to provide traffic wardens in the future.  The Council need to decide whether to take over the provision.  There are currently 7 traffic wardens in Argyll.  The 2 in Oban pay there way but it would be hard to justify 2 in Oban and none elsewhere.

Tracker sheet:  This is a record of questions that have been asked by the public and are under consideration by the council.  This is circulated within the community.

The following questions and concerns were raised by members of the OCC.

Concern was expressed about the increase in housing at Dunbeg in relation to the provision of schools and hospital facilities.  The population of Oban is currently about 8000 but could increase to 10,000.

Discussion was initiated about the development of a 2 way road on the esplanade to allow the pedestrianisation of George Street.  Cllr MacIntyre said that it was a plan being considered but required the rock from the development road to be available to provide infill at the corner by the St Columba Hotel to make the road wide enough.

The role that Oban might have in servicing vessels and providing facilities for the workers involved in the renewable energy industry was questioned.

The letter from Cllr MacIntyre to the OCC regarding membership of OCC members on the Common Good Fund was discussed.  Confidentiality had been cited in the letter as a primary reason why members of the public could not become trustees.  It was pointed out that a confidentiality clause could be signed as was the case where OCC members attended other boards where confidential information was available.  Cllr MacIntyre said that the information in his letter was the advice of the Council’s legal department.  He also stated that Argyll and Bute Council are the Trustees of the Fund and that this was the case for all Common Good Funds across Scotland.  The constitution of the Oban Common Good Fund made this clear.  Any further correspondence needs to be addressed to the Chief Executive.

Cllr MacIntyre was asked if the council might fund the hire of a more central location for the OCC to hold meetings.  Cllr MacIntyre was receptive to this idea but required a proposal to be put forward.
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	9.
	Next Meeting:  Monday 25th April at 7.00 pm. Hospital. (This is Easter Monday but as most people could make the date it was agreed to hold it then – MP will not be available to take the minutes)


	

	


