Oban Community Council

Minutes of meeting

 held on Monday 29th August 2011, 7.00 pm

 in the Oban Hospital Lecture Room

Community Council Members present:  

Billy Martin, Kenny MacIntyre, Marri Malloy, Catherine Gillies, Neil MacIntyre

Prospective Community Council Members present:

June Anfield, Jessie Macfarlane, Stewart McIver, Mandy Peden

Apologies: Nicola Welsh, Duncan Martin, Lorna Elliot

In attendance:  Argyll and Bute Councillors - Roddy MacCuish, Duncan MacIntyre, Elaine Robertson, 

                                                           Neil Mackay

                         Police - PC Kevin Docherty

                         Oban Times - Steven Flanagan

                         Members of Public - Adam McCracken 

Meeting Chaired by:  Marri Malloy

Minutes prepared by: Mandy Peden

	Item
	Subject


	Action

	1
	Police Report:

PC Kevin Docherty provided the police report.  

1. Operation Independence has been in operation since 10th June and is aimed at disrupting drug dealing in the Oban area.  6 males and 5 females have been charged under the Misuse of Drugs Act. 1 has been sentenced to over 3 years and a further 3 have pleaded guilty.  10 further people have been reported.  A number of additional officers were drafted in to help with the operation. One local officer is currently being trained as a drugs intelligence officer.  Drug supply in Oban is now harder to obtain and more expensive as a result of the operation.  However, vigilance needs to be maintained.

2.  Road traffic policing in now part of the local police remit with activities being incorporated into the police shifts.  There has been a drop of 20% in the number of both road accidents (371 last year to 303 this year) and road fatalities. Further education and enforcement will continue.

3.  Enquires are still on going in relation to the theft of the lights and flag at Dunollie Castle.  PC Docherty commented that any incident should be reported as soon as possible – sifting through CCTV images is time consuming so identifying the shortest window of opportunity saves a great deal of time.  

4.  Mull Rally and Tiree Windsurfing Events are taking place shortly.  The police have a well established plan and no problems are anticipated.

Issues raised:

BM  reported that the parking situation on pavements at Nant Drive had not improved.  PC Docherty asked that incidents where obstruction to other road users or pedestrians/ wheelchair users occurred should be reported to the police.


	

	2.
	Minutes of the last Meeting:

These were approved with no matters arising.

Proposed: Billy Martin

Seconded: Kenny MacIntyre

The current meeting is considered as a information meeting only as the Community Council is currently awaiting its reconstitution on 22nd September following the by-election.
	

	3.
	Oban Winter Events:

CG provided information on a plan to hold a winter Community Arts event called ‘Oban Let it Shine’ as part of the Oban winter festival. This will take place on 27th November (the last day of the winter festival) and will be the OCC contribution to the festival. An Awards for All proposal is being made by the OCC to fund the event.  The event involves teams of 60 people with hand held torches shining them on particular buildings to highlight them.  The event apart from being a fun and interesting show would also hopefully stimulate debate about  the built environment of Oban and perhaps encourage the formation of a Buildings Trust.  While the Awards for All proposal will hopefully cover the costs there is still £2000 VAT to be raised as it appears the event will not be exempt from VAT.  Anyone wishing to take part should contact Catherine Gillies.
	

	4.
	Oban Common Good Fund:

CG voiced her continued concern over the governance of the Oban Common Good Fund – a fund left in trust to the people of Oban.  Currently there are only 3 members (all Independent Alliance councillors) which is not constitutional as there should be 4.  There are many models for Common Good Funds and there should be scope for non-council members.  Neil MacKay referred back to a meeting of the OCC on 15th May 2006 with the members of the Common Good Fund at which it was indicated the Common Good Fund Members should only be Councillors.  It was indicated that the OCC received the minutes of the Oban Common Good Fund.  No-one  present at the meeting had seen the minutes – MP to ask Duncan Martin if he received them.  The Common Good Fund is a charity registered with OSCR however the charity number is not exhibited on letter heads etc.  CG to gain clarification from OSCR about the legal governance of the Fund.
	MP

CG

	5.
	Development Plan:

OCC response to the initial consultation on the plan has been submitted.  The main points made were as follows:

· Unexciting plan

· Certain areas glaringly missing: no mention of ambition for children; no tourist approach outlined; no mention of marine conservation issues etc

Roddy MacCuish and Neil MacKay pointed out that the plan that was being consulted on was the Main Issues Report and that the Development Plan had not yet been produced.  Other Reports that supplemented the main issues report existed such as the Economic Development Action Plan, The Renewable Energy Development Action Plan etc.

Elaine Robertson encouraged the OCC to submit comments as feed back was most welcome.  The Local Development Plan is renewed ever 5 years – this time it is aimed to bring it through the process faster.

Duncan MacIntyre mentioned that under  Economic Development the ‘Lorn Arc’ was a major priority.  Members of the OCC where unclear on what Lorn Arc was and how it fitted in with CHORD, BIDS4Oban, Oban Harbour Development etc.  CG suggested that the Council might like to make a presentation on how they all fitted together.  Duncan MacIntyre pointed everyone to the 7th September CHORD consultation event at Station Square.  

Duncan MacIntyre was asked about the plans for Lorn Arc in particular the extension to the North Pier.  He said these were confidential but to do with the servicing of the aquaculture industry, the renewable industry and the berthing of cruise ships.  Some sketchy information on the other plans for Lorn Arc was provided – housing at Dunbeg etc.
	

	6.
	New Community Council Members:

8 new candidates have been nominated for the Community Council:

June Anfield              Andrew Harper        Jessie MacFarlane

Sean MacIntyre         Stewart McIver        Mandy Peden

Alexandra Russell     Andrew Waugh

There will be no poll because not more than the required number of candidates were nominated.  They will be considered to be in post by 11.00 am on 22 September 2011.
	

	7.
	Oban 200:

This event had been a success and had broken even financially.  The Rally had not taken place, the concert had been cancelled because of the weather, and the OHS reunion had been a disappointment because of lack of numbers but otherwise things had gone well. The Oban 200 group will stay in existence and next year hope perhaps to have a festival weekend.  Neil MacKay thanked the OCC for its efforts and Elaine Robertson said the feedback had been very good and there had been a very good community spirit
	

	8.
	AOCB

1.  Retained Firemen:  Adam McCracken outlined the details of disciplinary action taken by Strathclyde Fire Service in relation to 4 members of  retained staff.  The event related to retained staff taking the decision not to respond to a particular incident.  Following an internal investigation 4 members of staff were disciplined and 2 have withdrawn from the service.  The full details of the disciplinary action where not presented but Adam McCracken asked the Community Council if it would considered holding a separate meeting to hear the case as he felt that it was disgraceful that the men had been treated in this manner.  This was agreed and a number of OCC members agreed to form a sub-group to hear the details of the case.  Sub-group members: NM, BM, KM, SM.

2.  Footpath Sample:  Transerve Scotland (?) have installed a sample of new paving outside the puffin dive shop.  Comments on the suitability of the paving for the pavements along the length of the main road through Oban should be sent by e-mail to Marri Malloy asap.  Duncan MacIntyre warned that the alternative to the paving could be tarmac.

3.  Marie Curie Cancer Fund:  Planting of daffodils at fire station on 17th September at 11.00am.

4.  Licensing Act application has been submitted for the sale of alcohol at the Pantry in Argyll Square.  There are no objections.

5.  The High Street to Tesco footpath is to be installed.  Also the footpath from Glengallan Road up to the Primary Campus is to be upgraded.
	NM,
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	Next Meeting:  Monday 26th September 2011, 7.30 at Lorn and the Isles Hospital Lecture Room.
	


