Oban Community Council

Minutes of meeting

 held on Monday 27th June 2011, 7.30 pm

 in the Oban Hospital Lecture Room

Community Council Members Present:  

Duncan Martin, Billy Martin, Kenny MacIntyre,  Andy Birnie, Kate Winton, Nic Welsh, Lorna Elliot

Apologies: 

In attendance:  Roddy MacCuish, Duncan MacIntyre, Donald McIntosh, Argyll and Bute Councillors

                         Laura Macdonald, Argyll and Bute Council

                         Louise Lee,  Oban Times

                         June Anfield, Jessie Macfarlane, Mandy Peden


                         Paul Speakman (attended the beginning of the meeting to discuss the formation of a

                                                   Credit Union)

Meeting Chaired by:  Kenny MacIntyre

Minutes prepared by: Mandy Peden

	Item
	Subject


	Action

	1
	Formation of a Credit Union

Paul Speakman attended the beginning of the meeting to provide a short presentation on the formation of a Credit Union within the Oban Area.  He was principally interested in gathering suggestions about groups of people in the area that might be interested in taking the idea forward; the first step would be the setting up of a steering group. There are already Credit Unions in a number of areas in Argyll. Community Council members provided a number of possible contacts.  Paul Speakman’s contact details are:  Tel: 01631 562198 e-mail: p.sp.mn@hotmail.com .
	

	2.
	Main Issues Report: The Development Plan

Consultation on the Development Plan is underway.  Fergus Murray (Argyll and Bute Development Services) has invited Community Councillors to a meeting on Thursday 30th June, 7.00 at the Corran Halls.  DM encouraged OCC members to attend.  Following this meeting the OCC needs to develop its response.  

There was concern that the OCC should be encouraging members of the public to have input into the OCC response and encouraging members of the public to responded personally to the consultation by various means including organizing a public meeting.

Councillor MacIntyre informed the group that the date for submission of responses was now 30th July and that the meeting on Thursday was for Community Councillors only and that there would be discussion at that meeting about a date for a public meeting to be organized by the Community Council.

DM to contact Fergus Murray about a possible date.


	DM

	3.
	Parking in the Oban Area

Sometime ago concern was expressed to Argyll and Bute Council by the Community Council about the use of areas outside of the controlled parking areas for short or longterm parking.  Examples of this were vehicles left on Rockfield Road and vehicles left in various locations by people setting off on Ferries etc.  

Recently a letter has been received from John Heron (Argyll and Bute …?) who is working on a Traffic Order for Oban which is aimed at altering various aspects of parking restriction (principally some adjustments to double yellow lines).  Rockfield Road residents have been consulted on the implementation of parking restrictions but residents are not in favour of restrictions so no restrictions are to be implemented.

There was further discussion of the problems created by cars parked on pavements which appears to be becoming an increasing problem.  DM to write to Police asking them to look into the issue and perhaps have a campaign to curb the problem.
	DM



	4.
	Laura Macdonald (Community Development Officer, Oban and Lorn, Argyll and Bute Council) introduced herself and reported that the closing date for the Third Sector Grants was last Thursday and that a reasonable number of applications had been received.  The Volunteer Awards had been made recently with Hope Kitchen of Oban being commended as a example of good practice.
	

	5.
	Oban 200

This is now coming together very well.  Volunteer groups have received notification of invitation to the Ecumenical Service, Parade  and Lunch although responses are still awaited from some organizations.

The event is being publicized this week in the Oban Times.  A wide range of events have been organized including a record breaking Strip the Willow.  Bunting will be going up this week (2500m!).  Princess Anne is now confirmed as attending.  Flower Baskets provided by Homebase are being put up.  A published programme is now available.


	

	6.
	Finances

OCC purchased a framed certificate  (£32) to thank Calmac for its service to the community,

This years OCC accounts will cover an 18 month period.

DM to get forms from bank to change bank signatories -  signatories should be office bearers of the OCC.
	

	7.
	By Elections

The By Election process will start next month and be finalized in September.  KM to sort out nomination forms and circulate to prospective members.
	KM

	8
	Dog Fouling

Dog fouling particularly of playing fields and parks was discussed.  While there are many responsible dog owners there are some that persist in not cleaning up after their dogs.  While it is an offence to leave dog foul it is not an offence to walk dogs on playing fields used by children and adults.  The need to prosecute was discussed as this is seen as a way of improving the situation.  To the best of anyone’s knowledge there has only been one or two prosecutions in Oban despite there being staff in Argyll and Bute Council to address this.

DM to write an open letter to Argyll and Bute Council (copied to the Oban Times) to ask that action be taken to address the issue.
	DM


