Oban Community Council

Minutes of meeting

 held on Monday 26th September 2011, 7.00 pm

 in the Oban Hospital Lecture Room

Community Council Members present:  

Billy Martin, Kenny MacIntyre, Marri Malloy, Sean MacIntyre, Mandy Peden, Stewart MacIver, Duncan Martin, Kate Winton, Sandra Russell, Andy Harper, Lorna Elliot.

Apologies: Nicola Welsh, Catherine Gillies, Neil MacIntyre, Jessie MacFarlane, Andrew Waugh, Councillor Elaine Robertson 

In attendance:  Argyll and Bute Councillors - Roddy MacCuish, Duncan MacIntyre, 

                                                           Neil Mackay, Mary Jean Devon

                         Police – Chief Inspector Brian Auld

                         Oban Times – Euan Patterson

                         Members of Public – John MacGregor 

Meeting Chaired by:  Marri Malloy

Minutes prepared by: Mandy Peden

	Item
	Subject


	Action

	1
	Minutes of the last Meeting:

These were approved with no matters arising.


	

	2.
	Police Report

Chief Inspector Brian Auld gave the police report.  A report on crimes committed over the last month was given:  17 incidents of assault including 1 serious assault.  The figures reflect an annual decline of 24% since last year with serious assault being down by 6% since last year.  There had been 7 cases of shoplifting and one case of knife carrying.

The main policing event over the next month is the Mull Rally.  

Chief Inspector Auld wished to record his appreciation of David Glancy’s (Procurator Fiscal) diligent preparation of the cases against those charged in Operation Independence (Police Drug Operation) which had led to the conviction and jail sentences of those charged.  Drug supply has been reduced by the Operation and 10 further dealers have been charged since the main operation.

Over the next period the police are focusing on seat belt use and mobile phone use while driving.

Councillor Neil MacKay wished to record his thanks to the police for the organisation of a 5th November Disco being organised in the town for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year High School Pupils aimed providing an alternative to potential Guy Fawkes activities.  The Disco is called the Blue Light Disco.  

Councillor Roddy MacCuish asked about the Traffic Warden situation.  From 6th October these will no longer exist as employees of the Police and from 1st April the Police will no longer have the responsibility of policing parking other than where obstructive parking is causing an issue construed to be a criminal offence.  The responsibility of managing on street parking will become the responsibility of the council.  Councillors where unaware of what arrangements were being put in place by the council.

KW reiterated the concern about cars obstructing pavements.  As a wheelchair user this is a major concern as on many occasion progress can only be made by maneuvering on to the road which is extremely hazardous especially as the dark evenings are setting in.  Chief Inspector Auld took note of the issue and intends to action the issue.

DM wished to record the thanks of the Community Council  to the Police for their help during the Oban 200 Events.


	

	3.
	Retained Firemen

The sub-committee formed at the last CC meeting had met with Adam McCracken to discuss the issue of the disciplinary procedures taken against 4 of the retained firemen in Oban.  Neil MacIntyre was not present to report on this but had issued  a statement by e-mail which encouraged the CC to provide support for the men to gain a fair and detailed hearing as the sub-group felt that the punishment given out did not fit the crime and that the countless years of service to the community deserved recognition

However, following discussion it was agreed by members of the CC that any action on the situation was out with the remit of the CC although the impeccable service of the retained firemen over the long period of their service was recognised.  It was felt that the issue needed to be pursued by the individuals concerned through the union.

Councillor Roddy MacCuish indicated that he had written to the Fire Service asking that they look at the procedures of the case to ensure that they had be conducted correctly.


	

	4.
	Oban Winter Festival

Catherine Gillies had reported to DM that the Oban Let is Shine Event was currently on hold as a result of an unsuccessful Awards for All bid.  However, it was reported that she had taken steps to rescue the situation although even if the current attempt to raise funds was successful £3000 would still be needed. [Later on in the meeting Councillor Neil MacKay was asked if money was still available in the Hogmanay Celebrations account – he was unaware of how much was left in this account – Nicola Welsh currently received the bank account statements – but the committee of 4 still existed and any decision would require their agreement.  John MacGregor indicated that the Oban Street Traders had £15,000 in there account for Christmas Lights and it might be worth approaching David Finlayson to ask if funds might be available].  Councillor Duncan MacIntyre said that various groups had applied to the Common Good Fund for the Winter Festival and the money available had been already allocated.


	

	5
	Common Good Fund

Following on from the last OCC meeting DM confirmed that although there had been a gap in the CC receiving the minutes from the Common Good Fund meetings  (most likely as a result in the change over of OCC secretaries) he was now receiving them.

The OCC was awaiting the drafting of a letter by Catherine Gillies to the Council asking whether there only being 3 members was constitutional.  If this letter was acceptable to the CC then it would sent under the signature of the Secretary.

Following on from previous comments relating to the composition of the Common Good Fund committee being composed of all Independent Alliance councilors Mary Jean Devon pointed out that only 2 members were from the Independent Alliance and she was now SNP.

The councillors felt that the negative publicity about the running of the Common Good Fund was not good for the image of the fund.  An agreement between the OCC and the Common Good Fund Committee had been reached in 2006 and an established procedure for communication put in place – an annual meeting between the two bodies was part of the procedure.
	

	6.
	CHORD

AECOM have offered to meet with Community Councils to discuss the CHORD project.  DM has accepted the invitation and proposes to set up a meeting for Wednesday 5th October at the Glencruitten Church Centre at 7.30 [27/9/11 meeting confirmed by e-mail].  It would be good if as many as possible OCC councillors could attend.

Argyll and Bute Council wish to have the Oban Action Plan update from AECOM by Christmas so any public comments are required by AECOM by the end of October.  There are now links from the CHORD website to the existing Oban Action Plan, a report by Ekos entitled Oban Perception Survey, a report by Ekos on the Oban’s Socio-economic Baseline and information on the Oban Transport Plan.  Paper copies of these four reports were handed out by LE to members of the Community Council.


	ALL

	7.
	Planning Applications

There are currently two planning applications of interest to the Community Council:

1.  Steps from Tesco’s car park up to the top of High Street – at long last.

2.  Flats to be developed adjacent to Jacobs Ladder. This would likely mean even more cars to be parked in the town overnight. John Macgregor (public) explained the rules covering the provision of car spaces for flats, but that none needed to be provided if there was enough spaces already. A Census showed that there was plenty of space overnight in Tweeddale St. carpark 
	

	8.
	Report on attendance of meetings by Oban CC Representatives

Oban Community Safety Forum:  No report as this had not met recently

Oban 200:  DM wished to record the sterling work of Kenny MacIntyre in relation to the organisation and on going completion of the Oban 200 Events.

Local Area Community Planning Group: Some issues with the running of this group but it is still developing and OCC is keen to be involved in community engagement.


	

	9
	Association of Scottish Community Councils/Local Association

The ASCC has been folded by the Scottish Government and while it is a loss for community level involvement it has not functioned well.  However the local association of Community Councils is currently moribund and this is not so welcome.  The Council is consulting again on spending priorities for the coming year and discussion between Community Councils would be useful.


	

	10
	Council By-election

The notice for nominations for the By-election on 3rd November has gone out. 


	

	11
	Council Tracker

The Council Tracker is a continually updated list of questions and actions required of named Councillors in response to questions from the community.  Items for the Council Tracker should become a standing item on the OCC agenda.  Any questions of real concern requiring an answer from the Council which arise in the course of the OCC meetings should be recorded and added to the Tracker.


	DM

	12
	Authority of Community Council Chair

It was agreed by the members of the Community Council that the Chair should not be given the authority to present views of the OCC to the media unless they had been agreed by the Community Council.  Other members of the council should always make it very clear that their comments are not those of the Community Council unless they have the authority of the CC to voice them.

Other issues of protocol relating to the business of the OCC include:

1.  The Agenda should be posted 10 days before a scheduled meeting.

2.   Draft minutes should be posted within 14 days of a meeting

3.  Executive meetings to discuss issues/set agendas may need to be instated


	

	13
	AOCB

1.  KM had written to Councillor Donald MacDonald’s widow on behalf of the OCC to pass on our condolences.

2.  Roddy MacCuish:  The Oban Fireworks Display will be on 4th November as this is 15% cheaper than having it on the 5th.  The event costs £6500 and currently there is only £4000 in the account.  The event will not go ahead if the other £2500 is not found.

3.  Hospital Task Group Report needs to be a standing item on the Agenda

4.  Duncan MacIntyre: Oban to Ft William Cycle Route needs to be put on the OCC agenda.  LE asked if any plans were in the pipeline for providing a cycle path along the main road from Oban to Connel as many commuting cyclists used that route rather than the more leisurely/longer cycle path from Dunbeg to Ganavan.  No plans exist.


	DM

	14
	Next Meeting:  Monday 31st October 2011, 7.00 at Lorn and the Isles Hospital Lecture Room. (Apologies received from Councillor Neil MacIntyre.)
	


