Oban Community Council

Minutes of meeting

 held on Monday 28th November 2011, 7.00 pm

at Lorn House, Albany Street.

Community Council Members present:  

Kenny MacIntyre, Marri Malloy, Catherine Gillies, Mandy Peden, Stewart MacIver, Duncan Martin, Jessie MacFarlane, Sandra Russell, June Anfield, Lorna Elliot.

Apologies: Sean MacIntyre, Kate Winton , Neil MacIntyre,  

In attendance:  Argyll and Bute Councillors - Roddy MacCuish, Duncan MacIntyre, 

                                                           Neil Mackay, Elaine Robertson, Louise Lee

                         Police – Chief Inspector Brian Auld

                         Oban Times – Euan Patterson

                         Members of Public – John MacGregor, David Miller, Colin Mark 

Meeting Chaired by:  Marri Malloy

Minutes prepared by: Mandy Peden

	Item
	Subject


	Action

	1
	Minutes of the last Meeting:

These were approved with a number of corrections:

Item 3 Retained Firemen: should read “Neil MacIntyre to deal with this” not “Neil Mackay”

Item 5  CCTV:  The police are responsible for this not Duncan MacIntyre.

Matters Arising:

David Miller had not receive any response about the  bridge at Soroba Lane or the state of the toilets at Ganavan.  These were questions asked on the Council Tracker.  MM said she had received answers and would e-mail them to David Miller.  DM to circulate the information to the OCC members.


	MM

DM

	2.
	Police Report

Chief Inspector Brian Auld gave the police report.  A report on crimes committed over the last month was given:  11 incidents of assault including 1 serious assault (7detected).  4 Shoplifting crimes (3 detected).  9 Thefts (3 detected) – these included tools left unattended, poppy appeal charity box from a hotel, theft of fuel, and a pile of stainless steel pipes.  13 incidents of vandalism, 24 incidents of disorder and antisocial behavior. 7 drugs related cases (7 detected).  Use of mobile phones while driving was targeted but few incidents detected illustrating the difficulty of dealing with this.  A shop watch scheme has been instigated prior to Christmas – an officer is dedicated to this and is particularly focusing on precautions related to valuables and cash held in shops.


	

	3.
	Winter Festival

This was deemed very successful and the organisers were complimented.  It was hoped that the event would become annual.  CG to send DM Pamela Lockhart’s address so that letter of thanks can be sent.  It was considered that the event had boosted the town’s economy and that it would be useful to carry out an economic assessment of the event.

Councillor Roddy MacCuish commented that the Fireworks had been free this year as a result of the 5 November display going wrong.  In future years the town could not expect funding for two firework displays and decisions would need to be made.  Councillor Louise Lee mentioned that she had been speaking to town businesses and that there was perhaps interest in some funding from them for a winter festival display.

Councillor MacCuish reported that the fireworks where to have been on a barge in the bay but this had to be changed as it was too rough.  He thanked the Northern Lighthouse Board for providing their pier at the last moment and for moving their boat Fingal off the pier at short notice.


	CG/DM

	4.
	Common Good Fund

CG still to write letter about the constitution of the Oban Common Good Fund and sent to DM for approval before submission.  Councillor Louise Lee commented that she received a number of comments about the  Common Good Fund and that she was aware that the Scottish Green Party currently had an e-petition aimed at encouraging the Scottish Government to take a look at Common Good Funds throughout Scotland and to reconsider the structure of them.  There have been situations where councillors have used the funds to make up budget deficits.  There is a potential conflict of interest when councillors are administering the funds.  OSCR have also received complaints related to the Common Good Funds.  CG agreed with LL’s views.

Councillor Neil MacKay reiterated that the Oban Common Good Fund was available for scrutiny and that the minutes of all the meetings are sent to the OCC.  Any questions sent to the Common Good Fund would be answered.  Councillor MacIntyre encouraged CG to complete the letter and the OCC to submit it.  He was concerned that the same questions kept being asked over and over again.  He said that the Oban Common Good Fund was run in accordance with the governance of law – they had to run it within the rules that they were bound by.

LE asked if the minutes of the Common Good Fund could be put on the OCC website.  DM commented that he had not had the minutes since August.  DM to send SM any Common Good Fund minutes to  put on the website.  It was suggested that a link to the Application Form and the existing leaflet on the Fund should be added.


	SG

DM

SM

	5
	CHORD/AECOM

LE, MP and DM had attended the CHORD drop-in event at the Rowantree Hotel which was aimed at presenting the ideas being put forward by the consultants on the various objectives for Oban.  MP spoke about the event and was complimentary about the range of ideas that were presented.  It was felt that Joanne Casey (AECOM) had explained in depth the rationale behind the ideas with great clarity.  DM said that Joanne would be pleased to get further comments through the website.  

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre  mentioned the Lorn Arc which had received the initial support from the Scottish Government – this was now being developed further and the case had to be presented in 8-10 months.  CMAL proposals for the south pier are also under discussion and need to be underway by 2013.  Further public engagement events to present these idea are envisaged.

Councillor Neil Mackay asked MP whether she felt the drop-in events were a good way of involving local communities.  MP felt that it have been a very good event.  80 people had attended and it was good to see some concrete proposals rather than speculation.


	

	6.
	Planning Applications

The OCC had agreed at the last meeting to object to the Turf Accountant proposal for 71 George Street (Old Millets store).  DM to write letter.

Permission has been granted for the demolition of the Argyll Hotel.  The requirement for the rebuild contract to be let before demolition was started has been relaxed.  It was thought that perhaps Charles Street being exposed would be to its benefit.
	

	7.
	AOCB

1.  KM informed the members that he had written to Donald MacIntosh’s widow expressing the OCC’s sadness at the loss of Donald.

2.  Community Action Planning:

LE had attended the training session on CAP.  These are Local Action Plans for communities.  Oban is lagging behind in not having a plan.

This is a considerable amount of work as 10% of the population of Oban (800-900 people) need to be surveyed.  LE suggested that this could be done voluntarily.  MP expressed some concern about the amount of work!  Councillor Roddy MacCuish suggested that the post office might do a mail drop and would find out about this.  The following people put forward there names to assist:  CG, LE, MM, JM, RM, LL, MP, SR, ER.

LE to e-mail round a suggested date for a meeting before Christmas.

3.  A Civic Trust for Oban.  

CG to e-mail round architects to see if there would be any interest amongst them for setting up a Civic Trust.

4.  Scottish Rail Franchise

This is up for renewal in 2014.  DM feels that the Glasgow – Oban line should be up graded as at the moment it is just being maintained at its current standard.  Scope for improved service and increased freight transport.

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre said that negotiations had be made.  There is a good business case for an upgrade but there is no money and there are many technical issues to be overcome.

DM to send a letter on behalf of OCC encouraging more consideration of the standard of the line.

5.  Mandie Currie from AliEnergy has e-mailed to ask if OCC would provide a letter supporting their bid for grant funding from the Climate Challenge Fund for a project entitled “Small Steps for Sustainable Living”   This was agreed by members.  DM to write a letter of support.

6.  MM asked about the social housing provision applied to planning permissions for housing developments over a certain size (for example the development at Ganavan).  MM had understood that the social housing provided would be available for rent or first-time buy schemes through Housing Associations.  John MacGregory informed the group that this was not the case.  The provision was that a certain number of affordable houses should be build which could be sold on the open market.

7.  Argyll and Bute Community Council Association. We are being asked to comment on whether we want this.  It was agreed that this should be discussed at the next meeting.  DM to add it to the Agenda.


	RMacC

LE

DM

DM

DM

	8.
	Date of next meeting:  30th January 2012, 7.00 at Lorn House.  It was agreed that the Lorn House meeting place was small but adequate.
	


